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REAL ESTATE AND
BUILDING NEWS

Midsummer Dullness
Has Been Relieved
Just a Little Bit.

SUBURBS ACTIVE;
RENTS AND SALES

Investors Watching the Boards.
Renters Looking for Chances.
Home Builders Are Active.
Real Estate Men Have Cut
Out Summer Vacation.
Notes and Comments.

There has been hot weather, a lot of
H, and there have been thunderstorms,
hot a few of them, and as a general prop¬
osition they usually act au a solar
plexus knockout to most enterprises,
things of all kinds, ranging from big
real estate transactions down to Sun¬
day school picnics and such like. But
sometimes there are vigorous real
estate agents who defy the thunder¬
storms, the plcnlcB and all other un¬

toward conditions. The thunderstorms
and a lot of other things came last
week, and the conditions may have
knocked out mnny of the picnics, but
they did not scare the real estate

agents to hurt. They are people who
are hard to frighten. The fact Is that
real estate agents are now doing busi¬
ness all the year round. The time was

when they were not expected to be on

hand longer than eight months In the

year, but times have changed, and the
real estate fellows have changed with
the times. The fellows who are off

on a supposed holiday are losing the

deal and losing It muchly.
Hotness, but Much Business.

There Is surely at hand the sum¬

mer solstice, the time when real estate

agents and all other kinds of business
men are trying to find a holiday sea¬

son, but all the same business in the

real estate territory goes right along
as If nothing had happened In the

way of excursion trains and mountain
specials, and all that kind of thing.

It is true, however, that most of

the real estate deals for the week just
closed were on the small order, but

there were so many of them that the

nggregate foots up right well, possi¬
bly beyond the $250,.100 mark.

Some Hlg Business.

I have heard of some right big swap¬

ping transactions that took place the

past week. These swapping deals of¬

ten cut a right considerable figure,
even when the swapping lo all right
here In town. And then sometimes
country property Is traded for city prop-

srty, and so It goes. I have lust heard

of a splendid deal, splendid for the

young real estate agent who engineered
It. by which Washington property was

traded for Richmond property. Vaughan
A Co., engineered the deal, and pre¬
sumably collected commissions each

way. By this trade Belvldere Hall be¬

comes the property of Joseph G Klop¬
pen, formerly of Washington, and a big
apartment house In Washington be¬

comes the property of M. L. Hofhelmer,
it this city. It Is learned that the

price agreed upon for the Belvidere
Hall property was $65.000, and that Is

all that local Interest Is Interested In:

but Hofhelmer had to pay $"5,000 for
the Washington property.
One of the big transactions of the

past week was pulled off In a kind ot

double capacity by J Thompson Brown

& Co. and Green & Redd. They sold
some very good property. Industrial

property! and oomethlng like $fi0.oon
was the consideration, but neither
Brown or Redd or Green or any other
color would open their jaws when ap-

proached for particulars. However, 1

learn from the outside that the deeds
have not yet been signed, but when

they are signed. If ever they are, a

new industrial establishment will bo
announced for Greater Richmond.

All Over the City.
One of the best Informed real estate

men in the city tells me that the deal¬
ings for the past two weeks, or, as for
that matter, for the past two months,
have been especially noticeable from
the fact that they have been so gen¬
eral. SBld he: "The sales that hav»
he.cn made have been all the way from
Fulton to the extreme West End and
away out to Glnter Park." That means
that nil kinds of property in Richmond
is in active demand.
Another leading firm reports quite

an active week In rents, they having
an unusual demand for houses for fall
possession. Elani & Künsten tell mo
they have sold 30x156 feet or. Monu¬
ment Avenue, just west of Eombardy
Street, for $7.000, and the purchaser
will at once erect a most attractive
home upon it. Mr. Künsten also says
his firm has sold 341 feet on Dance
Street, between Meadow and Rowland
Streets, for $3.110. This property was
purchased as an Investment.
A dozen, maybe two dozen, other

agents have told me of fairly good
business considering the unfavorable
weather conditions and the holiday
Season, as It Is. but they are a little
ehy when asked for particulars and for
the actual figures.
The suburbanites have no complaints

to make. They are not especially brag¬
ging about big things done last'week,
tout they claim to he holdltur their own.

SNAPSHOTS IN NOR7HfP ES'l HANOVER C0UN1 Y

MAKING "SnnnKD" TOBACCO IN HAXPVEn.

TVI»ICAI, HANOVKR ( III XTHV STORK NEGLECTED TOWER, GOING TO WASTE. I.OST POWER IN LITTLE RIVER.
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"VBRDOX," OLD HOMR, WITH 1 HISTORY.

IS NATION WIDE
Tremendous Impetus for Im-'

provement of Public
Highways.

15.000 MILES CONTEMPLATED

Building. Under Way and
Planned. Make Network Cover¬

ing Entire Country.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch ]Washington. July 15..Illustrating

the tremendous impetus that lately
haa been given to the nation-wide
movement for improved public high¬
ways, the United States Office of Pub¬
lic Roads has Just prepared a chart
which shows that nearly 15.000 miles
of transcontinental. interstate and
trunk line roads are contemplated In
various sections of the country.
The chart prepared by the Office of

Public Roads shows the extent to
which the good roads movement has
taken hold of every part of the Unlt»d
States. North. South. Käst and West,
the Improved roads. some merely
planned, others actually under con¬
struction, literally make a network
covering the whole country.

If all the plans contemplated are
carried out by the men and communi¬
ties back of them. It will be possible
to drive wagons and automobiles from
the Atlantic to the Pacific coast, and
from Vancouver, British Columbia, to
Tijuana, Mexico, and from Montreal
Canada, to Miami. Fla. The map pre-
parefi by the Office of Public Roads,
merely for the purpose of gauging
the extent of the good roads move¬
ment as fostered hy Individuals, asso¬
ciations and communities, shows the
following great highways In contem¬
plation or actually under construction

Hlgliwajra Plnnned.
From Yellowstone Park to Glacier

National Park, through Fort Yellow¬
stone, the Big Hole Battlefield and
other interesting points In the Rocky
Mountains.a total distance of 450
miles.
The Pacific Highway from Van¬

couver. B. Ci to Tijuana. Mexico, a
distance of 2.000 miles.
The Memphis-to-Brlstol highway,

connecting Knoxvllle, Nashville and
Jnekson. a distance of 540 miles.
The Lincoln Memorial Road. from

Washington to Gettysburg. forty
miles.
Sherman, Texas, to Galveston high¬

way. 150 miles
The Ce,ntral Highway, from More-

head City, N. Ci on the Atlantic
Ocean, to Paint Rock, on the French
Rroad River. Tennessee. through
Goldsboro. Raleigh. Greensboro. Salis¬
bury. Charlotte and Aahevllle. N. C,
460 miles.
The Dupont Highway, from the up¬

per end to the lower end of Dela¬
ware, proposed by T. Colemnn Dupont,
who has offered to advance $1,000.-
000 towards Its construction. Length
of route, tO.t miles.
Des Moines-Kansas Clty-St. Paul

trail.
Ocean-to-oceon highway, extending

from Cumberland, Md., to Taeoma.
Wash., passing over the old Cumber¬
land road, through Columbus, Indian¬
apolis. St. Louis, over Boono's Lick
troll and St. Louis to Old Franklin,
Mo., through Nebraska, Wyoming, Ida-
.ho, Oregon and Washington; length of
route, 3,800 miles.
Montreal-to-Mlaml highway, passing

through Albany, Now York,' Trenton,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington',

fContlnued op Fifth PageA

VIEWS AND NEAR VIEWS;
HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

A Good Road Speaks Louder Than Words.True
Virginia Independence.As to Deep Plowing.

Greensboro's Actual Figures.Alfalfa
Clubs and Other Notes.

By FRANK B. WOODSON,
Industrial Editor.

I have often preached the dnrtrlne
that a stretch of really good road,
acting as an object lesson, is the most
influential road builder to be found,
and beats all the oratory and all the
eloquence of all the good roads advo¬
cates In the country. A few miles of
first class road built on business prii.
ciples and none of the people's moneywasted, will do more to spread the
good roads fever than even the elo¬
quence and business logic of that good
man and first class road maker. IjUchis
Gregory, of Mecklenburg county. Two
districts of that county, after much
persuasion, voted bonds to make good
roads, rlarksville and Chase City dis¬
tricts. Last month the other districts
held elections to vote on bond issues
The people sent for Gregory and
speakers from the Clarksville district
to tell the people how the thing work¬
ed out in their bailiwicks. Gregory
snld the thing to do was to have the
people of the other districts visit
Chase City and Clarksville districts
and see the new roads and the bis
loads. The people did It, and there
was no trouble In voting the bond Is¬
sues nil right, and now as soon as thr
work can he done Mecklenburg count;.'
Is going to he next worked with good
roads, and in this respect will, I sus¬
pect, be the banner good road county
of the Stnte. Mr. Gregory has sent nv
a picture which Is reproduced on an¬
other page. It is simply labeled
"New roads and big loads." Just loolt
at the picture, the smooth, hard road
and thokenormous loads the mules ar<j
pulllnar over it. That picture preaches
to Virginians who have been In the
habit of carrying one-fourth of a
load through the mud an eloquent ser.
mon that no orator In the State can
equal. It carried the whole county of
Mecklenburg for bond Issues to make
permanent roadways.

Real Independence for VlrKlnin.
"Reports from all over Virginia hnve

been published to the effect that Vlr-
glnlnns took more Interest In cele¬
brating the Glorious Fourth this year
than they have at any time since the
War Between the States, and they cele-i brated it In a safe and sane way, as

is characteristic of Virginians, the
fireworks proposition having so far in¬
vaded only a few of the centres of
population. From a number of places
I have had private information th.it
the people celebrated Independence
Pay by holding meetings in the in¬
terest of good roads. That is the
sanest way I have yet hoard of tc
celebrate the day. for when the whole
State gets good roads like those in a
large part of Alleghany county, like
those In large parts of Pinwiddle and
Nottoway counties, and like those In
the Chase City and Clarksvillo dis¬
tricts of Mecklenburg county, and likn
those that are soon going to be In all
the other districts of that grand old
county. Virginia will enloy more real
Independent than she ever had from
the day I'ocahontas took care of .lohn
Smith down to the very hour of going
to press with this issue of the Indus¬
trial Section.

The Way of the Bohemians.
F. If. IjeBaume. a prominent rail¬

way nian. who is doing some good in¬
dustrial stunts, furnishes me with an
interesting story about the Bohemian
colonies dowrj in Plnwlddie and'Prince
George counties One nmong the many
pictures he seni me (nnd he sent me
more than I have room fori is one
showing how the Bohemians do their
deep plowing. I have a suspicion that
the real secret of the wonderful suc¬
cess of these Bohemian farmers Is to
he found right In that picture.

I wns on a fast flying train only
yesterday when It was cutting through
Hanover county where there was up to
a day or two ago great complaint and
not a little grief about the drought. I
heard a railway man who makes a
double dally run from Richmond to
Qordonsvllle say to a farmer: "I notice
that corn does not soem to hovo suf¬
fered from the late drought. It. has
been growing right along and look¬
ing all the while Just as green and as
vigorous as If there had never1 been a
drought, while ninny other things have
suffered. Can you explain it ?" The
llanoverite replied: "That's because we
have learned how to plow our corn
i_ (Coniinajul oja ffUUv JeiuumA ,

WEALTHIEST TOWN
IN UNITED STATES

Menhaden Industry Is Greatest
Asset to Progress of

Reedville.
(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspa tch ]

Northumberland county. Heaihsvllle.
Va., July 14.. Reedville, situated on

the great Wlcntnlcn River. In the lower
part of Northumberland county, la the
centre of the great menhaden Indus¬
try, which has made the town, with a

populatKn of 1.?>00 within a radius of
three miles, the wealthiest per capilaj
in the t'nited States.
This one Industry has done more

towards the material development of
Northumberland than all of the other
interests combined, giving employment
to hundreds of persons at remunera¬
tive salaries.

According to statistics furnished by
one of the leading fish factorymen of
Reedville. there are twenty-three ful¬
ly equipped fishing steamers
About ß r.O men are employed on

these steamers.
.The steamers use 700 tons of salt

annually for salting nets, and ttiere
are $10.000 worth of nets and rope
used annually.

Modernly equipped factories have
taken the place of the pioneer struc¬
tures, with the most costly anil Im-
proved machinery, and the very best
facilities are employed In the handling
«f the products of these manufac-
lories. # jThe seven factories are valued at
$360,000 and employ 500 men, who arel
pnl.I $2:> per mouth and hoard. The'
tolnl expense of the factories for the
season "f six months is estimated at
$250,000,
The number of fish utilized In 1911

was 2r,0,000,t'00.' On basis of last sea¬
son's catch, there will he 28,000 tons
dry fish scraps and 17,000 pounds fish1
oil made this season.
The mil season opened under the

most favorable conditions, and prom-
lsis to he the best In the history of
the Industry. I.atgo catches ot men-
.hadaa tiava uoen made,

SHEEP INDUSTRY
LAGSENTHE SOUTH
However, Virginia Makes a Rei¬

ter Showing Than Sohl« of
Sister States.

NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITIES

Only Four Southern States Show-
Increase in Sheep for

Ten Years.

The Manufacturers' Record argues

from figures obtained from the Census
Bureau that the South is shy on

sheep. That Is a situation which it

shares with the rest of the country, but
to a disproportionate extent. On April
IS the South had 7,071,248 sheep of all
kinds on Its farms.only one sheep to
every 3.SO of Its population at that
date -and the rest of the country had
44.567.342 sheep, or one sheep to ev¬

ery 1 45 of Its population. In ten

years the Increase In the number of
sheep in the country was practically
at a standstill, if. Indeed, i'nere was

not an actual decrease. Rut here the
South seems to have hod advantage.
Comparison of 1000 and iPin Is made
in the following tahle:

Sherp mid Lambs.
June I. April 15,

States. l!»oo. 1010.
Alabama . 317.0r.3 142.014
Arkansas . 256.029 It 1,1 SO
Florida . 124.520 113,631
Ooorgia . 336.278 157.539
Kentucky . 1.207.343 1,860,004
Louisiana . 219,844 17s.217
Maryland . 101.101 217.137
Mississippi .... 312.632 101.255
North Carolina ::0l.0ll 214.176
South Carolina .. 71,638 37,431
Tennessee . .or,.nii 704,063
Texas . 1,880,298 1.767,868
Virginia . «02.020 803,552
West Virginia 968,843 906,093
Total . 7.176.260 7.071,248

I'nlted States ...61,503,713 51,63«,500
On their face these figures show that

there was a dec res« In the number of
sheep In the South between 1900 and
1010 from 7.176. 260 to 7.071,248, or by
405.012, equal to 5.4 per cent, and In
the rest of the country from 51.027.153!

[to 44 567.342. or by 0.160.nl. equal to
17.5 per cent. Rut it must be remem¬
bered that the figures for 1900 are as
of June 1. while those for 1010 are
of April 15. nearly two months earlier
In the year, and. therefore, not Includ¬
ing hundreds of thousands Of lambs
The census of 1900 showed 21,660,743
lambs and that of 1910 only 12,168,278.

Virginia's Showing,
The Census Bureau estimates that had

the enumeration of tOlo been made as
of June I the number of lambs at the
two periods would have heen practi¬
cally the same Thai would have
brought the total for sheep and lambs
in 101O dose to that of 1900.
As the figures stand, but four South¬

ern Stati-s show an Increase in 1010
over 1900, They are Kentucky, Mary-
land. Tennessee and Virginia, which
together had 3.104,7:,t;, or nearly 4 1 per
cent, of the total In the South Vlr-
glnla's increase was 11,613 head,
Even had the South and the whole

country had as mony sheep In 1910 EISI In looo. there would have been mani¬
fest in the South and in the countryneglect of great opportunities. The
South is not producing all the wool that
It should produce. It is not reaping
the benefits that would COmO to It In
marketing early lambs But. above all,
perhaps, in this connection, it is losingI the advantage of sheep-raising as ani uubuildcr of the soil.

Home of Famous Wa¬
termelons and Many
Other Good 'i hings.

MANY BIG FARMS
NEGLECTED POWER
A Bit of Ancient History.Old
Stage Road Days.War-Time
Incidents.Day of Intensive
Farming Is Approaching.

Better Times On
Ahead.

prask s. wonnsox.
Verrinn. Hanover County, Va_, Julyy

15..Long years ago when I used to^be an occasional visitor to Richmond E)
wa. attracted, In the proper season, by?tlccts ol Hille cloth covered two-wheel carts drawn by mules. L'pon thafront of each cart sat a negro or &sun-tanned white man, and he sang a,:song that was Interesting as well aaamusing. As well .10 I can remember,,it ran about this: .Water millions;,w-a-t-c-r millions; Creah and line, jes*-from the vine, red meat and sreen rind;1now Is the time i" make up your mind;,'nice, fresh, Hanover water millions* ,Hanover. Hanover, HANOVER, old?Hanover w-a-t-e-r MILL-YUNS.',' I|often tried the "Hanover water mll-1mions," and ihey were Indeed "trosh;!and tine."
Ever since then I have desired to>'visit Hanover county where those mag-.,nitlcent melons grew and see for myselfiwhat manner of country It Is. but if.has so happened that In all these Ion«'years no business ever called me to thefcounty, and only this week I have been'permitted to ;oaf around In the north-,

west pan of one of the grandestcounties In the old Slate. I have been«intensely Interested, and 1 dare sayothat some of the things I have seen.'and heard about, will Interest thahundred thousand readers of the Indus-;trial Section.
The County na u Whole.Hanover Is one of the older countiesof the State, having been establishednearly 200 years ago. being then cutoff from the once very large county ofNew Kent. It lies In the central partof tho State between the Pamunkeyand Chlckahomlny Rivers, and is alsowell watered by the North Anna. SouthAnna and little rivers and numerouscreeks and smaller streams.

Speaking of the county as a whole,Agricultural Commissioner Kolner. Inhis "Hand Book of Virginia." says:"The soil of Hanover Is sandy or lightgray loom: river lands are very pro¬ductive and valuable, yielding finecrops of corn, oats and wheat, ami welladapted to trucking. Sweet potatoes'and melons, for which the county lanoted, att tin here in idelr highest per-fe< tlpn, The higher land In the central!and western portion Is especially suited,;to the culture of tobacco and the/grasses. Considerable attention la paid;to fruit culture. Several large can-,neries for fruits and vegetables aro lr\(successful operation Trucking Is ex¬tensively ami profitably carried on, andta considerable number of the farmers)make dairying and poultrylng a prom*.Inent and successful part of their oc-jcupatlon Truck farming may be connsldered the most profitable industry of^the county, the mor>- valuable, on acnjcount of the proNlmlt) to the Richmond,city markets and others."
A citizen with whom 1 have talked &good deal In the last few days. as-.,sures me that this northwest cornet^1from which 1 am writing Is the best»part of the county, nnd I have no doubtf.that a < itUen of the southwest corneif,or (he northeast corner or any other!

corner would tell me the same thingshould I Visit those sections, for ba,II understood that all Hanoverltes think*their county Is the best In the Statesand the folks of each division think;1their particular division Is the host oflfthe best county. Well. I like that kindof spirit.
Hack Into Ancient History.The country home from which twrite has cut something of a figure^In Virginia history. In the old days off

stircc-. stage conches and stage roads',two state lines had their Connecting?stables right here, and the house fromuwhich I wr'te stands on the site ofjwhat was known for a hundred yearsT,
or more as the "Owl Tavern." In frontof the tavern two stage lines came,together, one running from Louisa;Courthouse to Tappahnnnock, on th<Rappahannoc!c River, where the stag*;
passenpeis embarked on the rlvew
boats for Baltimore and Norfolk. An«
°ther stage road arne from Fredericks.
burg to the Owl Tavern, and that waa
the route Fredorlckshurg people trav¬
eled to make the boats at Tappahan«
nock for the outer world, making stage*
connection here In the course of time,and before the railroads were built, tha
Rappahannock River was dredited and;
cleaned out and made navigable up to>
Froderlckshurg. and that knocked out
the bus'ness of the two stage coaehjlines that connected here at the Owt
Tnvern, and likewise knocked out tha
business of the tavern.

History of Verdon.
.lohn T Anderson, who had owned

the tavern nnd the three thousand op
more acres surrounding It since about
183o. then tore down the tavern and
erected the brse anil roomy old coun¬
try house, which Is shown In the plc-
( ires on the front page This happened
In the year 1843. and Mr Anderson;
named the new place "Verdon." which,
means "green plain." and a very suit-,
al-le name It Is. even unto this day.;When the railroad, now known as thd
Chesapeake and Ohio, was built, a sta-,
tlon was establishes here and calfotf
Anderson's. When the late GenoraY
Wlckham was the (.resident of ttiMChi tapeake nn<l Ohio road several ac-i
cldents of a more or less; serious char4*'
acter occurred right here, and >; n-
eral Wlckham, de< irtng his belief thasjtho place was hoodooed, ordered thai
name changed, and Verdon, the naais)
of the old estato. was adopted. Sines/
then, arid it was about thirty years!
ago. there have been :io wrecks oft
othei accidents at Verdon Gantcalf

(Continued on T^trdTPage.)


